
03/11/2011 Fair Work Act a featherbed for unions | The Australian

1/14theaustralian.com.au/news/opinion/«/story-fn7078da-1226185091764

The AXVWUalian
HenU\ EUgaV

FaiU WoUk AcW a feaWheUbed foU XnionV
b\: HenU\ EUgaV

From: The AXVWUalian

NoYember 04, 2011 12:00AM

IT iV no defence of a laZ WhaW encoXUageV aUVon Wo Va\ iW alVo pUoYideV fiUefighWeUV. And iW iV eYen ZoUVe if Whe fiUe bUigade Zill VaYe \oXU hoXVe onl\ if Whe

enWiUe VWUeeW iV on fiUe, foUcing Whe YicWimV of aUVon Wo WhemVelYeV become aUVoniVWV. YeW WhaW iV e[acWl\ ZhaW Whe FaiU WoUk AcW doeV.

IWV SURYLVLRQV SODFHG QDQWDV LQ DQ LPSRVVLEOH VLWXDWLRQ. TKH\ HQFRXUDJHG QDQWDV'V XQLRQV WR VHHN DJUHHPHQWV WKDW PDQGDWHG IHDWKHUEHGGLQJ DQG ORFNHG LQ H[FHVV FRVWV.

TKH\ UHTXLUHG QDQWDV WR QHJRWLDWH RYHU WKRVH GHPDQGV "LQ JRRG IDLWK". AQG WKH\ DOORZHG WKH XQLRQV, ZKLOH SXUVXLQJ WKRVH RXWFRPHV, WR HQJDJH LQ SURWHFWHG LQGXVWULDO DFWLRQ.

TKDW DFWLRQ H[SORLWHG WZR LPSRUWDQW IHDWXUHV RI DLU WUDYHO.

FLUVW, VHDWV RQ D VFKHGXOHG IOLJKW DUH D SHULVKDEOH FRPPRGLW\. II XQLRQV WKUHDWHQ SDQLWDULXP, LW FDQ EXLOG LQYHQWRULHV VR DV WR FRQWLQXH WR PHHW GHPDQG IRU WHHW-BL[. BXW

QDQWDV FDQQRW VWRUH XS WKH 10DP IOLJKW WR MHOERXUQH; LI WKDW IOLJKW LV FDQFHOOHG, LWV VHUYLFHV DUH IRUHYHU ORVW. AQG WR KDQGOH WKH SDVVHQJHUV PHDQW WR EH RQ WKDW IOLJKW, QDQWDV

PXVW VHOO IHZHU VHDWV RQ DGMDFHQW IOLJKWV, ORVLQJ IXUWKHU UHYHQXHV.

SHFRQG, SDVVHQJHUV SD\ D SUHPLXP IRU UHOLDELOLW\ DQG IUHTXHQF\. TKDW SUHPLXP KDVQ'W IDOOHQ RXW RI WKH VN\: LW LV D UHWXUQ RQ LQYHVWPHQWV PDGH RYHU PDQ\ \HDUV. TKH XQLRQV

WKUHDWHQHG WR WUDVK WKRVH UHWXUQV; WKDQNV WR WKH DFW'V SURWHFWLRQV, WKH\ FRXOG GR VR JUDGXDOO\ EXW SHUVLVWHQWO\, VWD\LQJ MXVW EHORZ WKH WKUHVKROG WKDW ZRXOG SXVK QDQWDV RYHU WKH

HGJH.

BULWLVK ALUZD\V' ORQJ-UXQQLQJ GLVSXWH ZLWK FDELQ FUHZ ZRXOG KDYH VKRZQ QDQWDV KRZ JUHDW WKH UHVXOWLQJ KDUP FDQ EH.

BXW WKH GDQJHUV WKLV SRVHG WR QDQWDV ZHQW IDU EH\RQG WKH LPPHGLDWH FODLPV. B\ LPSRVLQJ LQHIILFLHQFLHV, WKH XQLRQV' DLP ZDV WR WD[ QDQWDV DQG WKURXJK LW WKH WUDYHOOLQJ

SXEOLF. LLNH DOO WD[HV, WKDW ZRXOG ZRUN RQO\ VR ORQJ DV QDQWDV FRXOG QRW UHSODFH WKH WD[HG LQSXWV E\ FKHDSHU DOWHUQDWLYHV. HHQFH WKH SURSRVHG, XQSUHFHGHQWHG, UHVWULFWLRQV RQ

RIIVKRUH LQYHVWPHQWV. AQG KHQFH WKH FHUWDLQW\ WKDW LI QDQWDV FDSLWXODWHG, WKH QH[W WDUJHW ZRXOG EH WKH DJUHHPHQWV, LQLWLDOO\ UHDFKHG XQGHU WKH HRZDUG JRYHUQPHQW, ZLWK

JHWVWDU. WLWK IRUHLJQ LQYHVWPHQW FRQVWUDLQHG DQG JHWVWDU QHXWHUHG, QDQWDV ZRXOG EH RQ D SDWK WR LQH[RUDEOH GHFOLQH.

FDU IURP SURWHFWLQJ MREV, WKDW ZRXOG HOLPLQDWH WKHP. BXW WKDW ZRXOG QRW KDSSHQ RYHUQLJKW. AQG WKH DJUHHPHQWV WKH XQLRQV DUH VHHNLQJ PHDQ WKDW HYHQ LI MREV ZHQW, WKHLU

H[LVWLQJ PHPEHUV DW QDQWDV ZRXOG EH ORRNHG DIWHU.

NR VXUSULVH WKHQ WKDW WKH XQLRQV VKRZHG VR OLWWOH FRQFHUQ IRU ZHDOWK FUHDWLRQ. BXW ZKDW LV VWDUWOLQJ LV WKH JRYHUQPHQW'V UHVSRQVH. AQG HYHQ PRUH VR, LWV VLOHQFHV.

FRU PRQWKV, TRQ\ SKHOGRQ KDV XVHG WKH ZRUG "AVLD" DV D WHUP RI DEXVH: VQDUOHG DQG VOXUUHG, UDWKHU WKDQ VSRNHQ. NRW RQFH, KRZHYHU, KDV WKH JRYHUQPHQW WDNHQ KLP WR WDVN,

VD\LQJ WKDW, RQ WKH FRQWUDU\, IRUHLJQ LQYHVWPHQW E\ ILUPV OLNH QDQWDV HQKDQFHV RXU SURVSHULW\ DQG LV HVVHQWLDO LQ UHVSRQGLQJ WR AVLD'V HFRQRPLF JURZWK.

NRU KDV WKH JRYHUQPHQW VKRZQ DQ\ GLVTXLHW DW XQLRQ GHPDQGV WKDW XQGHU WKH JXLVH RI MRE VHFXULW\ HQWUHQFK RXWGDWHG ZD\V RI ZRUNLQJ DQG FUHDWH EDUULHUV EHWZHHQ ODERXU

PDUNHW LQVLGHUV DQG RXWVLGHUV VLPLODU WR WKRVH LQ EXURSH. TKRVH VLOHQFHV DUH KDUGO\ DFFLGHQWDO. TKH\ EHWUD\ D PLQGVHW WKDW ZDV SURPLQHQWO\ RQ GLVSOD\ LQ JXOLD GLOODUG'V

RXWEXUVWV GXULQJ WKH FULVLV. TKDW PLQGVHW LV EDVHG RQ WZR EHOLHIV.

FLUVW, DV GLOODUG WROG WKH ABC'V 7.30, FRPSDQLHV VXFK DV QDQWDV DUH LPSRUWDQW WR KHU "EHFDXVH WKH\ SURYLGH MREV WR ZRUNLQJ AXVWUDOLDQV". NRW EHFDXVH WKH\ FUHDWH ZHDOWK E\

VXFFHVVIXOO\ FRPSHWLQJ RQ ZRUOG PDUNHWV; QRW EHFDXVH WKH\ PHHW WKH QHHGV RI FRQVXPHUV; EXW EHFDXVH "WKH\ DUH PDMRU HPSOR\HUV", SUHVXPDEO\ RI XQLRQLVHG ZRUNHUV.

RDUHO\ KDV DQ AXVWUDOLDQ SULPH PLQLVWHU VR WKRURXJKO\ FRQIXVHG PHDQV DQG HQGV.

SHFRQG, WKDW OHIW WR WKHLU RZQ GHYLFHV, WKRVH HPSOR\HUV ZRXOG FUHDWH D ZRUOG WKDW ZDV DLFNHQVLDQ DW EHVW, BUXWRSLD DW ZRUVW. AEVHQW WKH SURWHFWLRQV RI WKH FWA, GLOODUG

VQDSSHG DW CKULV UKOPDQQ, "\RXQJ AXVWUDOLDQV DQG AXVWUDOLDQV DW ULVN ZRXOG KDYH WKHLU SHQDOW\ UDWHV ULSSHG DZD\ RU EH XQIDLUO\ GLVPLVVHG ZLWKRXW UHDVRQ".

NR VHQVH KHUH WKDW, LQ D KLJKO\ FRPSHWLWLYH ODERXU PDUNHW, ZRUNHUV KDYH RSWLRQV; QRU WKDW, LQ DQ HYHU PRUH GHPDQGLQJ ZRUOG PDUNHW IRU JRRGV DQG VHUYLFHV, ILUPV WKDW FDQQRW

DWWUDFW, UHWDLQ DQG PRWLYDWH KLJK-TXDOLW\ HPSOR\HHV DUH GRRPHG. RDWKHU, WKLV LV WKH PLQGVHW RI FODVV DUUDLJQHG DJDLQVW FODVV; RI WKH OLJKW RI WKH IXWXUH DJDLQVW WKH PLVHU\ RI

UHDFWLRQ. IW LV D WKURZEDFN WR UKHWRULF LDERU KDG MHWWLVRQHG PDQ\ \HDUV DJR.

BXW LW LV QRW PHUH UKHWRULF. RDWKHU, WKHUH LV HYHU\ UHDVRQ WR EHOLHYH LW LV "WKH UHDO JXOLD": WKDW WKHVH DUH LQGHHG WKH RQO\ EHOLHIV VKH KROGV ZLWK JHQXLQH SDVVLRQ DQG FRQYLFWLRQ,

WKH LGHRORJLFDO FRUH LQ DQ RWKHUZLVH SROLVKHG EXW HPSW\ ER[. AQG WKH FDLU WRUN AFW LV WKDW FRUH'V XOWLPDWH LQFDUQDWLRQ, ULJKW GRZQ WR LWV QDPH, ZKLFK LPSOLHV WKDW DEVHQW WKH

SRZHUV WKH FWA JLYHV XQLRQV, ZRUN ZRXOG EH LQKHUHQWO\ "XQIDLU".

LLWWOH ZRQGHU WKH FWA LV VR LOO-FRQFHLYHG; DQG OLWWOH ZRQGHU LWV IODZV DUH EHFRPLQJ HYHU PRUH DSSDUHQW.

TKH JRYHUQPHQW'V GHIHQFH DJDLQVW PRXQWLQJ FULWLFLVP RI WKH FWA LV WZRIROG. FLUVW, LW VD\V, GLVSXWH QXPEHUV DUH VWLOO ORZ. AQG LQGHHG WKH\ DUH. BXW WKDW LV EHFDXVH XQLRQ

PHPEHUVKLS KDV UHDFKHG VXFK ORZ OHYHOV LQ WKH SULYDWH VHFWRU. WKHUH XQLRQV UHPDLQ VWURQJ, DPELW FODLPV DQG RQJRLQJ GLVSXWHV KDYH EHFRPH FRPPRQ. AQG DV WKH XQLRQV WU\

WR UHEXLOG WKHLU EDVH, WKH\ DUH EHFRPLQJ HYHU PRUH ZLGHVSUHDG.

SHFRQG, WKH JRYHUQPHQW SRLQWV WR WKH SURYLVLRQV WKDW DOORZ SDUWLHV WR WULJJHU FRQFLOLDWLRQ DQG DUELWUDWLRQ SURFHVVHV. BXW WKRVH SURYLVLRQV DUH LPSRUWDQW RQO\ EHFDXVH WKH DFW

HQFRXUDJHV FRQIOLFWV WR RFFXU. AQG, DV LQ QDQWDV'V FDVH, WKH\ SHUYHUVHO\ LQFLWH WKH GLVSXWHV WR SHUVLVW DQG HVFDODWH.

TKH HFRQRPLF ULVNV WKLV FUHDWHV DUH GLIILFXOW WR RYHUVWDWH. WH KDYH PRUH PDMRU LQYHVWPHQW SURMHFWV XQGHU ZD\ RU DERXW WR EH ODXQFKHG WKDQ DW DQ\ WLPH LQ RXU KLVWRU\, ZLWK

14 SURMHFWV ZRUWK PRUH WKDQ $10 ELOOLRQ HDFK DQG ILYH ZKRVH FRVW H[FHHGV $30EQ. DHOD\V DW WKRVH SURMHFWV FRXOG LPSRVH PDVVLYH ORVVHV RQ LQYHVWRUV. TKH\ DUH WKHUHIRUH

KLJKO\ YXOQHUDEOH WR WKH NLQGV RI GHPDQGV, DQG WKH XQLRQ WKUHDWV RI GLVUXSWLRQ, WKH FWA HQFRXUDJHV.

TKH LPPHGLDWH VROXWLRQ OLHV LQ GUDVWLFDOO\ QDUURZLQJ WKH VFRSH RI PDWWHUV WKDW FDQ JLYH ULVH WR SURWHFWHG LQGXVWULDO DFWLRQ. TKDW GRQH, DFFHSWDEOH ZD\V RI FUHDWLQJ YDVWO\ PRUH

VFRSH LQ RXU IR V\VWHP IRU LQGLYLGXDO FRQWUDFWV DQG IRU JHQXLQH HQWHUSULVH EDUJDLQLQJ QHHG WR EH IRXQG.

TR DFKLHYH WKDW JRDO, D UHDO UHYLHZ VKRXOG EH XQGHUWDNHQ RI WKH FWA, LGHDOO\ E\ WKH PURGXFWLYLW\ CRPPLVVLRQ, UDWKHU WKDQ WKH COD\WRQ'V UHYLHZ WKH JRYHUQPHQW KDV SODQQHG.

AV WKH HYHQWV RI UHFHQW ZHHNV KDYH PDGH FOHDU, WKH DOWHUQDWLYH LV \HW PRUH VWULIH, ZLWK WKH FULSSOLQJ FRVWV LW EULQJV.
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