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The AXVWUalian

FeaWheUing a bed foU Whe UeWXUn of

blXdging FUed
b\: HenU\ EUgaV

FUom: The AXVWUalian

DecembeU 02, 2011 12:00AM

IN laWe 1987, John BXWWon, Whe indXVWU\ miniVWeU in Whe HaZke goYeUnmenW,

annoXnced he had diVcoYeUed AXVWUalia'V biggeVW blXdgeU. He ZaV, BXWWon

Vaid, a ZhaUfie, call him FUed, Zho foU 20 \eaUV had been WUanVpoUWed Wo and

fUom Whe poUW b\ Wa[i, had clocked on, clocked off, done no ZoUk and dUaZn

fXll pa\. All WhiV XndeU Xnion-impoVed UXleV.

Think WhoVe da\V long gone? Think again. FoU aV JXlia GillaUd makeV good on old

debWV, iW'V pa\-off Wime foU Whe MaUiWime Union of AXVWUalia. The UeVXlW iV a gUeaW

leap backZaUdV WhaW Zill coVW AXVWUalianV deaUl\.

NoZheUe aUe Whe dangeUV VWaUkeU Whan in Vhipping, ZheUe TUanVpoUW MiniVWeU

AnWhon\ AlbaneVe haV annoXnced VZeeping changeV WhaW aUe liWWle moUe Whan

handoXWV Wo Whe MUA.

To begin ZiWh, VeafaUeUV on VhipV pl\ing inWeUnaWional UoXWeV Zill be e[empW fUom

AXVWUalian income Wa[. In annoXncing WhaW giYeaZa\, AlbaneVe Vaid "iW makeV no

VenVe WhaW an AXVWUalian VeafaUeU ViWWing on a Vhip in London VhoXld pa\

AXVWUalian income Wa[ Zhile an AXVWUalian ZoUking in a pXb in London doeV noW."

WhaW AlbaneVe did noW Va\ iV WhaW Whe backpackeU ZoUking in Whe pXb Zill pa\

BUiWiVh income Wa[; Whe AXVWUalian VeafaUeU Zill noW. B\ e[cXVing Whe VeafaUeU

fUom AXVWUalian Wa[ obligaWionV aV Zell, AlbaneVe'V change makeV WhaW income

Wa[-fUee.

AW Whe Vame Wime, a Zide Uange of VXbVidieV Zill be pUoYided Wo VhipV WhaW UegiVWeU

in AXVWUalia. ThoVe VXbVidieV aUe inWended Wo UedXce Whe coVW of pXUchaVing oU

leaVing VhipV. BXW long e[peUience VhoZV WhaW faU fUom incUeaVing
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cRPSeWiWiYeQeVV, WhRVe VXbVidieV aUe TXicNO\ Vei]ed b\ Whe MUA iQ Whe fRUP Rf

higheU Sa\ aQd VOacNeU ZRUNiQg cRQdiWiRQV.

TR deVcUibe WheVe haQdRXWV aV SRRU TXaOiW\ SXbOic e[SeQdiWXUe iV aQ

XQdeUVWaWePeQW. ThaW Whe\ haYe beeQ aQQRXQced iQ ZhaW iV cOaiPed WR be a WRXgh

PiQi-bXdgeW Va\V iW aOO abRXW Whe cUedibiOiW\ Rf Whe gRYeUQPeQW'V cRPPiWPeQW WR

eOiPiQaWe ZaVWe. BXW XQfRUWXQaWeO\, WheUe iV eYeQ ZRUVe. FRU VR aV WR ORcN iQ Whe

MUA'V UeQWV, QeZ UXOeV WhUeaWeQ WR dUaPaWicaOO\ UeVWUicW, if QRW eQWiUeO\ eOiPiQaWe,

Whe abiOiW\ Rf fRUeigQ UegiVWeUed VhiSV WR cRPSeWe RQ AXVWUaOiaQ cRaVWaO URXWeV.

AW SUeVeQW, WhRVe VhiSV caQ SURYide VeUYice XQdeU a SeUPiW V\VWeP Zhich, iQ

SUiQciSOe, aOORZV fRUeigQ VhiSV WR caUU\ fUeighW beWZeeQ AXVWUaOiaQ SRUWV RQO\ if aQ

AXVWUaOiaQ YeVVeO iV XQaYaiOabOe. BegiQQiQg iQ Whe Pid-1980V, a de facWR

OibeUaOiVaWiRQ Rf WhaW V\VWeP RccXUUed, ZiWh SeUPiWV eaVieU WR RbWaiQ, fiUVW fRU

ViQgOe YR\ageV aQd WheQ fRU PXOWiSOe YR\ageV RYeU a Vi[-PRQWh SeUiRd. The

HRZaUd gRYeUQPeQW OaUgeO\ cRQWiQXed Whe OibeUaOiVaWiRQ WUeQd, effecWiYeO\

gUaQWiQg SeUPiWV RQ dePaQd.

ThaW OibeUaOiVaWiRQ aOORZed eVSeciaOO\ VigQificaQW gaiQV iQ Whe TXaOiW\ aQd cRVW-

cRPSeWiWiYeQeVV Rf VhiSSiQg fURP MeObRXUQe aQd S\dQe\ WR PeUWh, aV Whe OaUgeU,

iQWeUQaWiRQaO, YeVVeOV aUe beVW SOaced WR PaNe Whe URXgh SaVVage ZeVWZaUdV acURVV

Whe AXVWUaOiaQ BighW. WiWh VWURQg cRPSeWiWiRQ fURP fRUeigQ YeVVeOV, VhiSSiQg

UaWeV fURP Whe eaVW cRaVW WR PeUWh feOO b\ PRUe WhaQ a WhiUd iQ UeaO WeUPV beWZeeQ

1989-90 aQd 2006-07, ZhiOe UaWeV fRU TaVPaQiaQ VhiSSiQg, Zhich gRYeUQPeQW

VXbVidieV UeVeUYe fRU AXVWUaOiaQ-fOagged VhiSV, baUeO\ bXdged.

UQdeU AObaQeVe'V UXOeV, Whe SeUPiWV WhaW aOORZed WhaW cRPSeWiWiRQ ZiOO be

eOiPiQaWed. AOWhRXgh a QeZ cOaVV Rf WePSRUaU\ OiceQceV ZiOO be iQWURdXced,

"e[iVWiQg fRUeigQ-UegiVWeUed YeVVeOV ZiOO haYe fiYe \eaUV WR WUaQViWiRQ WR

AXVWUaOiaQ UegiVWUaWiRQ". WheWheU aQ\ WePSRUaU\ OiceQceV ZiOO UePaiQ aYaiOabOe aW

Whe eQd Rf WhaW SeUiRd iV XQceUWaiQ; bXW ZhaW iV cOeaU iV WhaW Whe SURSRVed WeVW fRU

WhRVe OiceQceV cUeaWeV eQRUPRXV UiVNV Rf SURWecWiRQiVW PiVchief.

The ZRUdiQg Va\V iW aOO: iW aVNV ZheWheU iVVXiQg a SeUPiW WR a fRUeigQ VhiS iV "iQ

Whe ORQg WeUP iQWeUeVWV Rf a VXVWaiQabOe aQd cRPSeWiWiYe AXVWUaOiaQ VhiSSiQg

iQdXVWU\".

The "RYeUUidiQg WeVW", WheUefRUe, iV QRW ZhaW iV gRRd fRU AXVWUaOiaQ cRQVXPeUV,
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QRU IRU WKH AXVWUDOLDQ FRPPXQLW\ DV D ZKROH: UDWKHU, DV LQ RXU SURWHFWLRQLVW SDVW,

LW LV SURGXFHUV' LQWHUHVWV WKDW FRPH ILUVW.

LLWWOH ZRQGHU VR PDQ\ RI WKH LQGXVWU\'V FXVWRPHUV DUH LQ D SDQLF. AOUHDG\,

VKLSSLQJ FKDUJHV KDYH LQFUHDVHG, DV FDLU WRUN AXVWUDOLD KDV IRUFHG IRUHLJQ-

UHJLVWHUHG FRDVWDO VKLSSHUV RQ WR D "PRGHUQ" DZDUG WKDW GRXEOHV ZDJH UDWHV.

TR PDNH PDWWHUV HYHQ ZRUVH, WKRVH UDWHV KDYH WR EH SDLG WR DOO FUHZ IURP WKH

PRPHQW D VLQJOH FRQWDLQHU IRU WKH FRDVWDO URXWH LV ORDGHG RQ D IRUHLJQ-UHJLVWHUHG

VKLS, TXLWH UHJDUGOHVV RI KRZ PDQ\ FRQWDLQHUV LW LV FDUU\LQJ WKDW DUH FRPLQJ IURP

RU JRLQJ RYHUVHDV. AQG WKH\ PXVW EH SDLG HYHQ LI D FRQWDLQHU IURP VD\, SLQJDSRUH,

LV PHUHO\ VKLIWHG LQ BULVEDQH IURP RQH LQWHUQDWLRQDO YHVVHO WR DQRWKHU WKDW ZLOO

FDOO DW DQ AXVWUDOLDQ SRUW WKH ILUVW YHVVHO GRHV QRW VHUYH.

AOO WKDW RQO\ UHGXFHV WKH ZLOOLQJQHVV RI IRUHLJQ VKLSV WR VHUYH WKH FRDVWDO WUDGH.

BXW ZLWK WKH FRVWV RI AXVWUDOLDQ VKLSV PRUH WKDQ WZLFH WKRVH RI RYHUVHDV

UHJLVWHUHG YHVVHOV, LW LV KDUGO\ DV LI WKHUH LV DQ LQWHUQDWLRQDOO\ FRPSHWLWLYH ORFDO

LQGXVWU\ ZDLWLQJ WR WDNH WKHLU SODFH. TKDW FRVW SHQDOW\ LV QRW VLPSO\ RU HYHQ

PDLQO\ GXH WR KLJKHU AXVWUDOLDQ ZDJH UDWHV. RDWKHU, LW UHIOHFWV FRQGLWLRQV WKH

MUA LPSRVHV, IRU LQVWDQFH RQ PDLQWHQDQFH RI VKLSV DW VHD, WKDW LPSHGH HIILFLHQW

XVH RI YHVVHOV, ZKLFK DUH DQ HQRUPRXVO\ FRVWO\, KLJKO\ FDSLWDO-LQWHQVLYH DVVHW.

TUXH, AOEDQHVH RULJLQDOO\ VDLG SURJUHVV LQ UHPRYLQJ VXFK LQHIILFLHQFLHV KDG WR

DFFRPSDQ\ LPSOHPHQWDWLRQ RI KLV SROLF\ SDFNDJH. BXW ZLWK WKH MUA NQRZLQJ

ZKHUH WKLV JRYHUQPHQW'V DOOHJLDQFHV OLH, WKH "LQGXVWULDO FRPSDFW" AOEDQHVH RQFH

WHUPHG DQ DEVROXWH SUHFRQGLWLRQ KDV EHFRPH OLWWOH PRUH WKDQ DQ DVSLUDWLRQ. AV

WKLV OHDYHV ZRUN SUDFWLFHV RQ RXU VKLSV IUR]HQ LQ WKH SDVW, WKH FRPSHWLWLYHQHVV

JDS EHWZHHQ AXVWUDOLDQ DQG IRUHLJQ YHVVHOV LV VWHDGLO\ JURZLQJ.

GLYHQ WKDW JURZLQJ JDS, WKH JRYHUQPHQW, WR DFKLHYH LWV REMHFWLYH RI VXEVWDQWLDOO\

LQFUHDVLQJ AXVWUDOLDQ VKLSV' VKDUH RI WKH FRDVWDO WUDGH, ZLOO KDYH OLWWOH FKRLFH EXW

WR FODPS GRZQ RQ IRUHLJQ FRPSHWLWLRQ. AQG WKH FKDQJHV LW KDV DQQRXQFHG DOORZ

LW WR GR H[DFWO\ WKDW.

TKHUH DUH HQWLUH LQGXVWULHV IRU ZKLFK WKH UHVXOWLQJ FRVW LQFUHDVHV ZLOO EH WKH ODVW

VWUDZ. CHPHQW, DOUHDG\ KDUG KLW E\ WKH FDUERQ WD[, LV RQH, DV AOEDQHVH'V FKDQJHV

HQVXUH VKLSSLQJ GLUHFWO\ IURP SRXWKHDVW AVLD WR RXU FLWLHV ZLOO EH IDU FKHDSHU

WKDQ WUDQVSRUWLQJ AXVWUDOLDQ FOLQNHU WKURXJK WKH FRDVWDO WUDGH.



01/12/2011 Feathering a bed for the return of bludging Fred | «

4/4theaustralian.com.au/«/story-fn7078da-1226211«

But the worst of it is the utter irrationalit\ of the government's objective. With

barel\ 0.3 per cent of global population and 1.5 per cent of world output, we

account for 10 per cent of the world's entire sea trade. No countr\ has a greater

need for a polic\ that ensures access to efficient shipping services, regardless of

who supplies them, rather than one focused on the narrow, sectional interests the

MUA represents.

Yet those broader concerns have pla\ed little role in this polic\ process. Sure,

Albanese claims his changes are "the most significant reform in our maritime

histor\". But this is not reform; it is counter-reform. Twent\-five \ears on, Fred

is back. And we will be the ones who suffer.

Have \our sa\


